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ATKINSON FAMILIES OF BUCKS COUNTY, PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

BY OLIVER HOUGH. 

[There were two distinct families of the name of Atkinson, both of 
considerable note in the annals of Bucks County, but not related to 
each other in any degree known to their founders; (though it is possible 
they may have had a common origin many generations back in Eng- 
land). One descended from Thomas Atkinson, a minister of the So- 
ciety of Friends, who came from Yorkshire, in 1681; and the other 
from the brothers Christopher and John Atkinson, of Lancashire, who 
sailed for Pennsylvania in 1699, both dying during the voyage, but 
whose surviving children (and the wife of Christopher) arrived in the 
province and settled in Bucks County. As many erroneous statements 
have been written and printed concerning these families, some writers 
confusing the two where Christian names were alike, this sketch is de- 
signed to give an accurate account of several of the earlier generations 
of each, and call attention to and correct such errors as have found 
their way into print or into manuscripts deposited in public places. 

In 1890, Mr. John B. Atkinson, of Earlington, Kentucky, published 
a small book, entitled The Atkinsons of New Jersey. This was pri- 
marily a sketch of his own family, descended from William Atkinson, 
who settled in or near Burlington, West New Jersey, about 1683, and 
married March 9, 1686, Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Curtis; and 
the genealogy of this line is given quite correctly. 

But the book also contains more or less brief accounts of other Atkin- 
sons early settled in West Jersey, and the Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 
Atkinsons as well; and in these accounts, Mr. Atkinson having evidently 
made little or no personal investigation into their subjects, tradition, 
and in at least one instance, imagination, have apparently been drawn 
on. (In justice to Mr. J. B. A., it should be mentioned that his 
sketches of the Atkinsons not of his own family, were largely made up 
from some notes hurriedly put together by the late Judge Clement, 
usually a very careful genealogist, but who, in this instance, accepted a 
good deal of hearsay information, not having time to properly verify 
the same). These accounts are biographical, not genealogical, (with 
one exception, noted below). Their subjects are, (the sequence below 
is not that of the book): 
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(A). James and Thomas Atkinson, from Belfast (though said 
to have been Scotchmen), in ship Antelope, 1681. They are not 
stated to have been brothers, but that is the inference. Both event- 
ually settled in West Jersey, and James married the widow of 
Mark Newby, in 1684. J. B. A. gives a fenciful word-picture of 
their landing and immediately subsequent actions, and attributes 
to them personal characteristics he could hardly have had any 
means of knowing. (This is mentioned with all respect to Mr. 
Atkinson, and only as a necessary step in the correction of error, 
since it parallels a similar treatment of the progenitors of one or 
the Bucks County families in his book.) 

(B). Christopher and John AtUnson, founders of one of the 
Bucks County families; this account is almost totally incorrect; it 
will be taken up in detail under the proper head below. 

(C). Several William and Thomas Atkinsons, of West Jersey, 
not identified with any of the foregoing; Timothy Atkinson, who 
settled in Maryland; and a number of other early Atkinsons not 
known to be related to any of those above. None of these is 
treated of at any length. 

(D). Samuel Atkinson, of Chester Township, Burlington County, 
West Jersey. He was son of Thomas, of Bucks County, Penna. , 
though J. B. A. fails to so identify him. This is the one excep- 
tion mentioned above in which some genealogy is given, (two 
generations); the said genealogy, as well as the speculations re- 
garding Samuel's parentage, containing some mistakes, which will 
be corrected under the caption "Samuel Atkinson," in the Thomas 
Atkinson line, below. 
In the book Isaac and Rachel Collins, (Phila. 1893), Appendix, 
pages 149-150, there are some radical errors in the issue of Samuel 
Atkinson (son of Thomas), as well as in the genealogical sketch of the 
Stacy family, into which he married; these will be noted below. 

In the MSS. Collections of Isaac C. Martindale, in the library of The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, vol. 6, the two Bucks County fam- 
ilies are greatly confused, and some wrong dates given; these will be 
noted and corrected in the proper places. 

The Penna. Mag. Hist. & Biog., vol. XI, pp. 309-317, has Records of 
the Hall Family, of Bristol, Pennsylvania, copied from the bible origin- 
ally belonging to John Hall, whose third wife, Hannah, was grand- 
daughter of Thomas Atkinson, the minister. Notes to this record have 
some errors regarding both Thomas Atkinson and his son William, 
which will be corrected in their individual sketches; also in the related 
Badcliffe family, for which see Note E hereafter; and on page 315 
occurs the error that Christopher Atkinson settled in Bucks County.] 
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PART I. 



The Thomas Atkinson Family. 

I. John Atkinson, (the father of Thomas), by the state- 
ment of his daughter-in-law,' was of Thrush-Cross, in 
Yorkshire, England. The identification of this place was 
somewhat difficult, but it is now known to be a township 
at present called Thruscross (and sometimes Thurcross), 
containing a small village of the same name. Samuel 
Lewis's Topographical Dictionary of England, 3rd edition, 
(London, 1838), thus describes it : 

"THURCROSS, a chapelry, in the parish of Fewston, 
Lower Division of the wapentake of Claro, "West Riding of 
the county of York, 9 miles (w. by s.) from Ripley, con- 
taining 601 inhabitants." 

The 5th edition of Lewis, (London, 1845), gives the name 
as Thruscross,^ and describes it: 

« THRUSCROSS, or West-End, a chapelry, in the par- 
ish of Fewston, union of Pateley-Bridge, Lower division 
of the wapentake of Claro, "W. riding of York, 10 miles 
(n. n. w.) from Otley; containing . 576 inhabitants. The 
chapelry comprises the hamlets of Bramley-Head, West- 
End, Low-Green, Thruscross-Green, and Rockingstone-Hall, 
and contains about 6340 acres." 

The same edition of Lewis, article " Fewston" (parish), 
states that the parish contains the townships of Blubber- 
houses, Clifton with Norwood, Fewston, Thurcross and 

' Jane Atkinson, in her Testhmny concerning her late husband 
(1687), published in A Collection of Memorials, etc. (Phila., 1787), page 
10, and in TTie Friend (Phila., 1854), vol. XXVII, p. 172. These 
are mentioned more fully in the text further on. 

" Though the map of Yorkshire accompanying this edition has it 
Thurcross, being doubtless printed from the same plates as that in the 
3rd edition. Also under article "Fewston," in same edition (quoted in 
text below), it is spelled Thurcross. 
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Great Timble; that the parish church was St. Lawrence's;' 
and that there was a chapel of ease at Thurcross. 

In a gazetteer of Yorkshire, by Edward Baines,^ pub- 
lished in 1822, Thurcross is given as a township in the 
parish of Pewston, wapentake of Claro, and liberty of 
Knaresborough, 5 miles south of Pateleybridge.* 

From the above it would appear that the township, the 
civil division of the parish, was identical with the ecclesias- 
tical chapelry; a parish being always a civil, as well as 
an ecclesiastical, unit of division.* This locality was all, 
in former times, within the Forest of Knaresborough.* 

' The 3rd edition says that the parish church was St. Mary 
Magdalene's, so the name must have been changed between 1838 and 
1845. The earlier one was probably the name in John Atkinson's time. 
The 3rd edition also mentions the chapel at Thurcross. 

' JRstory, Directory and Gazetteer of the County of York ; volume 1, 
West Riding ; by Edward Baines ; Leeds, 1822. This is practically a 
gazetteer only, and must not be conftised with the four volume history, 
Yorkthire, Past and Present, by Thomas Baines, (no date, about 1870). 

' In vol. 14, Yorkshire Arch. & Top. Journal, there is mention of a 
Thurcroft in Yorkshire, probably in Claro wapentake, which about 1750, 
was the seat of William Beckwith ; this might be our Thurcross, or 
perhaps only the name of Beckwith's estate. In some of the church 
registers, etc., of the shire, occasionally occurs the family name of 
Thriscross, sometimes Thurscrosse ; this family no doubt in early times 
owned land in the township, taking their surname from the place. 

* For some explanation of these names for divisions and subdivisions 
of English counties, see the description of Knaresborough, below. Those 
of Yorkshire are especially difficult of understanding to the uninitiated. 

' From Thomas Allen's History of Yorkshire, (London, 1881), vol. 
Ill, p. 396, we glean the following : The forest of Knaresborough ex- 
tends from East to West, upwards of 20 miles, and in some places is 8 
miles in breadth. By the general survey completed in 1086, we iind 
there were then only 4 townships in the forest, viz., Birstwith, Fewston, 
Beckwith and Rosset. In 1368 there appear to have been 3 principal 
towns [townships] and 16 hamlets : 

1. Thruscross, with its seven hamlets, Hill, Bramley, Padside, 
Thorn thwaite, Menwith, Holme, and Darley ; 

2. Clint, with its five hamlets, Birstwith, Fellescliflfe, Fearnhill, 
Hampsthwaite, and Eowden ; 
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The village of Thruscross is about 13 miles west from the 
town of Knaresborough ; within about 20 miles around it 
are the other well-known towns of Ripon, Ripley, Otlej, 
Keighley, Skipton, Settle, Maaham and Aldborough, from 
several of which Friends came to Pennsylvania. 

While John Atkinson might have lived in any part of 
the township, his residence was most likely in the hamlet 
or village of the same name, called in one place above 
Thruscross-Green ; for had he lived in some other part, 
his daughter-in-law would probably have used the name of 
the nearest hamlet, rather than that of the township. This 
place we must take to be his residence during the time (or 
most of it) within his daughter-in-law's knowledge, say from 
her marriage, 1678, till her Testimony was written, 1687 ; 
but from the fact that his son was born at Newby, he must 
have lived some time at that place ; whether this residence 
was only temporary, or whether John Atkinson himself 
was born there, we have no evidence now at hand ; the 
latter supposition seems the most plausible. However, from 
a date given in Besse's Sufferings (see below), he appears to 
have moved to Thruscross or its vicinity when this son was 
quite a young child, before 1669 ; and no doubt continued 
there till his death. 

From our present scanty means of judging, he was seem- 

8. Killinghall, with its four hamlets, Beckwith, Bosset, Bilton, and 
Harrogate. 

The names of the townships of 1086 have become those of hamlets in 
1368, except Fewston, which disappears ; but Fewston as both township 
and parish appears again later. Haines's Yorkshire Past and Present, 
vol. II, p. 609, says that the Forest was formerly divided into 11 con- 
stabularies, of which Thruscross was one. In a list of assessments for 
1584, we find Thurscrosse (another spelling), in "Libertaf de Knares- 
burge," assessed at four shillings. (J. Horsfall Turner's Yorkshire 
Notes and Queries, vol. i, p. 147, year 1888.) 

Rev. Francis Hutchinson, D.I)., in his Historical Essay on Witch- 
craft, (London, 1718), p. 35, mentions a prosecution in 1622, by "Ed- 
ward Fairfax oi Fuyston" [Fewston] "in the YoKSi oi Knad>orough, 
Esq." This brings us down to about John Atkinson's time. 
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ingly in fairly comfortable circumstances. A recent writer^ 
emphasizes the point that most of the early converts to 
Quakerism were pei-sons of consideration in their localities, 
those in the country districts belonging largely to the land- 
holding or " squire" class ; the arrangements of the meetings 
being " only adapted for those having their time at their 
own command." Our increasing knowledge of those Eng- 
lish Quakers who came early to Pennsylvania strongly cor- 
roborates this. While in the absence of any record to such 
effect, the presumption is against his being a squire himself, 
he may have been a smaller landowner, or a yeoman a gen- 
eration or two from gentle blood; though his name does not 
appear on any of the printed pedigrees of the gentle families 
of Yorkshire.^ 

' C D. Sturge, in Journal of Friends' Historical Society, vol. i, p. 90, 
(London, 1904). 

* If he were grandson, or even son, of a younger son, Ms name would 
be unlikely to so appear. The pedigrees of Yorkshire Atkinsons to be 
found in print are, however, very few ; those known to the writer are 
only four : Atkinson of Skelton (Bulmer wapentake, North Riding), 
in Dugdale's Visitatioti of Yorkshire, 1665-66, Surtees Society's vol. 36, 
(1859) p. 364; Atkinson of Leeds, in Ralph Thoresby's Bticatus Leod- 
iensii, 1st ed. (Lond, 1715), p. 80, 2nd ed. (Leeds, 1816), p. 7C ; Atkin- 
son of Little Cattail, in St. George's Visitation of 1612, (published by 
Joseph Foster, Lond. 1875), p. 489; and the family descended from 
Myles Atkinson, buried 1637/8, in J. Horsfall Turner's Yorkshire 
County Magazine, vol. Ill (1893), pp. 180-182. Little Cattail, the seat 
of one of these families, was in the wapentake of Claro, in which John 
Atkinson lived, but the pedigree ends too early for him, even if he 
belonged to that family. Joseph Foster's Yorkshire Pedigrees has the 
names of a number of Atkinson's intermarried with other families, 
though no Atkinson pedigree ; from this and many other references we 
find that there were quite a fair number of Atkinsons among Yorkshire 
gentry, whose pedigrees have not been published, one of which might 
have included John Atkinson. There was a gentle family of Atkinsons 
at Hatfield- Woodhouse, in township and parish of Hatfield, wapentake 
of Strafforth & Tickhill, whose heads were, about 1700, Richard, Sr., 
and his son Robert ; no pedigree of this is known. In the same wapen- 
take was Wentworth-Woodhouse, the seat of Sir William Wentworth, 
and his son the celebrated Sir Thomas Wentworth, 1st Earl of Straiford ; 
Sir William's wife was Anne Atkinson, but she was not of a Yorkshire 
family, being daughter of Robert Atkinson of Stowell, Co. Gloucester. 
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John Atkinson was among the earliest converts to the 
Society of Friends in Yorkshire ; his daughter-in-law' calls 
him "an honest Friend." The following extract from Besse's 
Sufferings of Friends, is presumed to refer to him, though 
there were other Friends of the same name in the vicinity : 

Vol. II, p. 97, Year 1659. " In the same Month of 
Novembe)^ John Atkinson, of Finston, was summoned to ap- 
pear at a Manour-Court, at the Suit of Several Impro- 
priators, for Tithe : Accordingly he appeared personally, 
yet his Appearance was not accepted, but he was fined, and 
had his Goods taken away to the Value of 4 1. About the 
same time, Ac/nes Atkinson, as she was passing about her 
Business through a Grave-yard, was met by a Priest, who 
without Regard either to Law or Equity, under Pretence of 
Tithes due to him took from her six Yards of Cloth by 
Force, and kept it." 

Agnes may have been John's wife, of whose name we 
have no other record. The name Finston is probably a slip 
of the pen (or type) for Fewston (spelled Fiuston; compare 
Fuyston above); no such place as Finston having been 
found. Besse, in volume II, chapter on Yorkshire, men- 
tions a number of Atkinsons, among them a John several 
times, but it is doubtful if any of these were onr subject or 
his relatives.^ 

' In her Testimony ; see previous footnote. 

•' Page 101. Among the names of 229 persons imprisoned in the 
West Riding in 11th and 12th months, 1660, for refusing to take oaths, 
were those of Edward, George, John and Robert Atkinson. Page 110. 
Among 20 committed to York Castle in 1664, was Edward Atkinson ; 
these were taken from a meeting at Thomas Taylor's in Sedbergh. In 
the same year, among those fined for not contributing to the charges of 
the county militia, were : John Atkinson, 6 s., and Edward Atkinson, of 
Bradley, £2. In 1665, Robert Atkinson suffered distress of tithes, £10. 
Page 120. In the year 1668, Edward Atkinson of Sedbergh, had goods 
worth about £1, Is. taken for "steeple-house-rates." The places 
mentioned, though all in the West Hiding, were a considerable distance 
apart, so even those of the same name may not have been the same per- 
sons. Sedbergh is 40 miles northwest from Thruscross; Bradley (or 
Bradleys Both) is 12 miles southwest from Thruscross. 
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Some years later, when the persecutions died down and 
meetings were regularly established, John Atkinson be- 
longed to the Knaresborough Monthly Meeting. The 
meeting house was in the town of that name, which Lewis 
(3rd ed.) describes : 

"KNARESBOROUGH, a borough, markeUown, and 
parish, partly within the liberty of St. Peter's, East Riding, 
and partly in the Lower Division of the wapentake of Claro, 
West Riding." Allen's History of Yorkshire says : " The 
parish and borough town of Knaresborough is situate 
in the liberties of St. Peter, York and Knaresborough." 
Baines's gazetteer says the town is in the parish of Knares- 
borough, wapentake of Claro, and liberty of Knaresborough 
and St. Peter's in the "West Riding. The town which is 18 
miles west from the city of York, is situated on the north- 
east bank of the river Nidd. Knaresborough Forest (men- 
tioned above as including Thruscross), is to the southwest, 
across the river. 

A word as to Yorkshire topography, (to use the English term), may 
not be amiss, as well as some explanation of the designations of its sub- 
divisions. In England the counties are divided primarily into hun- 
dreds; in the northern counties, once occupied by the Danes, their term 
wapentake (originally a division for military purposes) survives, and is 
used instead of hundred. Yorkshire, the largest county in England, 
has first three grand divisions called ridings (North Biding, East Bid- 
ing and West Biding), which in turn are divided into wapentakes. The 
latter are then subdivided into parishes, originally ecclesiastical divi- 
sions, but soon falling into place in the civil scheme ; parishes how- 
ever, probably on account of this origin, did not always fall within 
hundred bounds, some overlapping from one hundred into another. 
Large wapentakes were sometimes split into divisions, (as that of Claro 
mentioned above, into the Upper and Lower Divisions); this did not 
interfere with the parishes, each division containing certain parishes. 
The parishes were composed of groups of townships, which consisted of 
a small town or village with the surrounding land, including other 
smaller villages or hamlets contained therein.' Besides this com- 

■ In Pennsylvania and other American States, the township is the 
primary subdivision of the county, with well defined boundaries, and 
not dependent for its existence on the villages within it, being in fact 
identical with the English hundred. In some states, for instance 
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paratively simple system of division, there were others more compli- 
cated. Liberties are tracts of land either excluded from parishes or 
superimposed upon them, and whose limits were frequently uncertain ; ' 
they are districts " within which certain privileges are granted, or 
whose inhabitants have special rights or immunities;" each liberty had 
its special court, and in this was independent of the parish government, 
which came under the manor court. The unions, (Lewis's 5th edition 
mentions Thruscross as in the "union of Pateleybridge"), are amalga- 
mations of parishes for administrative purposes ; they were formed early 
in the 19th century, long after John Atkinson's time. 

Some facts concerning Knaresborough may serve to elucidate the 
above explanations, as well as to present something of its history: The 
name Knaresborough has covered a (1) manor, (2) honour, (8) castle, 
(4) forest, (5) parish, (6) liberty, and (7) borough-town. (An honour is 
composed of several manors, or a principal manor exercising jurisdic- 
tion over subordinate manors, the honour-court supplanting the several 
manor-courts. Wills were formerly filed in the honour-courts. The 
Yorkshire Arehwologieal & TopographicalJoumal, vol. 10, p. 444, states 
that the wills in the Honour Court of Knaresborough, from 1640 to 
1858, have been transferred to the Wakefield District of Her Majesty's 
Court of Probate). From Allen's History (vol. Ill, p. 895 et seq.) and 



Delaware, the counties are divided into hundreds as in England, and the 
term township not used. In this country we have nothing to correspond 
with the English township idea. Parishes have no status in the civil 
scheme here ; where they exist they are the private limits of jurisdiction 
of the several churches. But in some states, formerly French teixitory, 
as Louisiana, parishes take the place of counties. 

' See Lewis's description ot Knaresborough, above, which was 
partly in the liberty of St. Peter's, East Riding, and partly in the 
wapentake of Claro, West Riding ; and compare Allen, who places the 
town in three separate liberties, those of St. Peter, York and Knares- 
borough. Pepys's Diary (April 7, 1669), mentions a case at law as to 
' ' whether the Temple be within the liberty of the City or no " (London) ; 
inferring uncertainty as to limits. 

The term liberti/ is familiar to students of early Philadelphia local 
history, as applied to lands (" the liberty lands " or " liberties of Phila- 
delphia") laid out immediately surrounding the city proper, but not in- 
cluded in it, nor in the townships composing the rest of the county. The 
liberties in Yorkshire were somewhat, but not altogether the same, for 
we have not only the liberty of Knaresborough, a town, and that ot 
York, a city, but the liberty of St. Peter's, a church, and the " Forest 
liberty." 

VOL. XXX. — 5 
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other sources we leai-n that at the period of the Conquest Knaresborough 
was a complete Saxon manor, viz., one township presiding over 10 
others; it comprised the town of that name and ten surrounding vil- 
lages, and was a crown demesne. It was given to Serlo de Burgh, 
Baron of Tonsburgh (in Normandy), who was succeeded by his brother 
John, whose son lost it ; after which the lordship changed hands many 
times. Serlo built the castle, which was the residence of the lords of 
the manor. The manor remained in existence until the Civil War, 
during which the castle was rendered untenable by order of the Parlia- 
ment in 1648. 

The honour of Knaresborough comprised the borough, the Forest (in 
which Thruscross was situated) and the Forest liberty. About the 
time of King John the Forest belonged to the De Sturteville family; 
(it was thgn technically not a "forest," but a "chase ; " a "forest" 
must belong to king or sovereign alone ; if it fall into the hands of a 
subject it becomes a " chase." y 

The date of John Atkinson's death is not known. lie 
had at least two children : — 

2. Thomas Atkinsok, b. d. 8. 31. 1687. 

Founder of the Bucks County family. 

3. John Atkikson, b. d. 3. 2. 1688. 

Went to Pennsylvania with his brother Thomas, who left him by will 
100 acres of land in Bristol township, Bucks County, but as John died 
without issue (and apparently unmarried) within a year thereafter, the 
land reverted to Thomas's children. John's death is on the Middletown 
Monthly Meeting register. 

2. Thomas Atkinson, son of John Atkinson, was born 
at Newby, in Yorkshire, before 1660. In 1838 there were 
five townships called " Newby " in Yorkshire,^ (not count- 
ing one called " Newby-Wisk," in the North Riding), 
which all seem to have borne the name from a much earlier 
period. Three of these, being in the North Riding, may be 
left out of consideration. The other two are in the West 
Riding : 

(a). Newby, a joint township with Clapham, in parish of 

' See also description of the manor and torest of Knaresborough in 
1608, vol. I, p. 233, Yorkshire Notes & Queries, J. Horsfall Turner, 
1888. 

* See Lewis's Topographical Dictionary, 3rd edition. 
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Clapham, Western Division of the wapentake of Staincliftc & 
Ewcross, 7j miles (N". W.) from Settle. This Nevvby-cuni- 
Clapham was 28 J miles W. by N. from Thruscross and over 
40 miles from Knaresborough. It is unlikely that this was 
the one in which Thomas Atkinson was born. 

(b). Newby, a joint township Avith Mulwith, in that part 
of the parish of Ripon which is in the liberty of Ripon, 
Lower Division of the wapentake of Claro; on the river 
Ure ; 3J miles (S. E.) from Ripon. This one was 14 miles 
E.N'.E. from Thruscross and about 7 J miles N. from Knares- 
borough. Being thus the nearest to both these places, it 
was almost certainly that one mentioned as Thomas Atkin- 
son's birthplace. It was besides the best known, and was 
generally called simply " Newby." ' 

Thomas Atkinson must have removed with his parents 
from Newby to Thruscross when quite a child ; by the time 
of his marriage (1678) he had moved again to Sandwick or 
Sandwith, in Addingham parish, and M'as there in 1679, 
the last we hear of him till his coming to America.^ This 
place has not been identified ; it was doubtless the name of 
a hamlet, not of the importance of a township. Lewis (3rd 
ed., 1838), says of the parish, (the name of the church in 
parenthesis) : 

" ADDINGHAM (St. Peter), a parish, partly in the 

' It was not from any large population that it was better known, 
for Lewis in 1838 speaks of it as "containing with Mulwith, 39 in- 
habitants," while Allen, seven years earlier, says : "Newhy with Mulwith 
has fifty-two inhabitants;" (perhaps there were still more earlier, in 
Thomas Atkinson's time). But its principal claim to notice was th.it it 
contained Newby Hall, built by Sir Edward Blacket, about 1705, long 
after Thomas Atkinson had left there. For description and engraving 
of Newby Hall (in 1831, then the seat of Lord Grantham), see Allen, 
vol. Ill, p. 376. 

' A note to Records of the Hall Family, of Bristol, Pennsylvania, 
Penna. Mag. Hist, and Biog., XI, 316, speaks of "Thomas Atkinson 
of Newby, County York, England ; " as we have seen, he was born 
there, but had moved away long before going to Pennsylvania. I have 
repeated this inaccuracy in a footnote to Richard Hough, Provincial 
Councillor, Hid. XVIII, 33, stating, even more inaccurately, that he 
came "to Pennsylvania from Newby." O. II. 
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Eastern Division of the wapentake of Stainclipfe and Ew- 
OROSS, and partly in the Upper Division of the wapentake 
of Claro, West Riding of the County of York, containing 
2251 inhabitants," . . . "6 miles (e. by s.) from Skip- 
ton." Lewis mentions a place of worship of the Society of 
Friends in the vicinity, but does not name it; no doubt 
Beamsley Meeting House, in the township of the same name, 
which possibly also included Sandwick or Sandwith, as 
Thomas Atkinson attended Beamsley Meeting. Lewis (3rd 
ed) has : 

" BEAMSLEY, a township, partly in that portion of 

the parish of Addingham, but chiefly in that portion of 

the parish of Skipton, which are in the Upper Division 

of the wapentake of Claro, West Riding of the county 

of York, 6J miles (e. by n.) from Skipton." 

Thomas Atkinson joined the Society of Friends when 

quite young, probably at the same time as his father, and 

was an accepted minister of that body before his marriage 

in 1678, at what must have still been an early age.' Of 

the details of his ministry we have no record.^ Sandwick 

or Sandwith (whatever or wherever it exactly was,) was 

within the compass of Knaresborough Monthly Meeting, in 

whose register the entries of Thomas Atldnson's marriage, 

etc., were made. 

In 1681, Thomas Atkinson obtained a certificate from 
Beamsley Meeting* for himself and family, and they 

1 Most of the personal data here and later are from Jane Atkin- 
son's Testimony ; see previous footnote. 

2 Although the gospel labors and sufferings of a Thomas Atkinson 
are mentioned a number of times in Friends' writings, all so far published 
appear to relate to a contemporary, but much older man, Thomas 
Atkinson, of Lancashire, also presumably a minister. See Note A. 

' Jane's Testimony says the Monthly Meeting, but The Friend sketch 
of Jane herself says Beamsley, which as stated above, was the particular 
meeting to which Thomas Atkinson belonged, and one of those con- 
stituting Knaresborough Monthly Meeting. At this time Friends some- 
times obtained certificates from their particular meetings, or meetings 
for worship ; the practice later was for the monthly meeting only to issue 
them. 
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removed to West Jersey, in America, persumably on the 
"Yorkshire purchase" on the upper side of Burlington. 
Their stay here was only temporary, for in 1682 they were 
living in Bucks County, in the Province of Pennsylvania, 
where Thomas bought a plantation in what was afterwards 
Bristol township.' 

In the formation ot social lines in this new settlement, 
the Atkinsons naturally gravitated into that class of families 
Avhich took the lead in the social and political life of the 
county, and, — most of these being Friends, — in meeting 
aftairs also ; this is a strong indication that they were of no 
mean extraction abroad, for many of these families had 
solid claims to gentle lineage in England. That his posi- 
tion as a minister of the Society of Friends would have 
given his family this standing without other qualification, 
can hardly hold here, for no mention of him as a minister 
appears on the meeting minutes, and it is likely that ill- 
health prevented any activity in the ministry, after his 
arrival in America ; and besides there are sufficient instances 
of persons of obscure origin becoming very worthy in the 
ministry, but receiving no social recognition. Nor was it 
wealth that gave Thomas Atkinson a high place among his 
fellows, for his worldly fortunes were not prosperous, partly 
because of his poor health after coming here, and partly 
owing to his temperament being more that of the religious 
enthusiast than of the business man. He was, indeed, a 
considerable landowner, but the inventory of his estate^ 
shows that he had been unable to pay for all of it before his 
death ; and at the Falls monthly meeting of 5 mo. 4, 1683, 

' A note to Records of tlie Hall Family, Penna. Mag., XI, 316, states 
that he settled in Northampton township ; it is true he bought land in 
that township also, but the land on which he resided was in Bristol 
township. I have copied this error, in footnote to "Eichard Hough," 
Penna. Mag., XVIII, 33, 0. H. The account of Thomas Atkinson's 
residences, location of his lands, list of children, etc., on the 54th 
page (front and back), vol. 6, of Martindale's MSS (at Hist. Soc. of Pa.) 
is so totally erroneous, that it is useless to mention errors in detail. 

'^ Filed with his will, see below. 
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" William Biles reported that Thomas Atkinson of Fesha- 
mine' is in want as to his outward concerns, and he and 
some others hath took his condition into their consideration 
and have bought him a cow and a calf— the price is five 
pounds and do desire this meetings assistance toward the 
payment of the said cow and calf; " on 8 mo. 3 some sub- 
scriptions for this purpose were reported.^ Again, shortly 
before his death, Thomas Atkinson himself told the same 
meeting, 7 mo. 27, 1687 that he and his family were very 
weak, and could thresh no corn, nor had any hay for his 
cattle, and desired some assistance from Friends. 

Thomas Atkinson bought, presumably from the Proprietary and soon 
after his arrival, three hundred acres of land, but as no patent, warrant 
nor deed for the same has been found the date and seller's name are not 
known. This was laid out in what became Bristol township, and was 
the plantation on which he resided. It is shown on Holme's map in 
Atkinson's name, but without exact boundary lines. In his will, he 
left 100 acres of this to his brother, John Atkinson, to revert to 
Thomas's sons, if John died without issue, which is what happened ; 
and the balance of the tract to his wife, Jane, for life, and then to his 
three sons, Isaac, William and Samuel Atkinson. 

At the Falls monthly meeting 9 mo. 8, 1693, "Jane the wife of 
William Biles proposed the sale of the Plantation she formerly lived 
upon . . . and upon a due consideration of the matter it was by 
this meeting thought most profitable for the children of Thomas Atkin- 
son that it be sold for a valuable consideration and the money its sold 
for be secured at interest to be paid them with the profits arising by 
the said interest as they come of age. " 

' The region in early times called Neshamina, on both sides of 
the creek of that name, (now spelled Neshaminy), included lands 
afterwards erected into Middletown township, and parts of the adjoining 
townships of Bristol, Bensalem and Northampton. 

^ This and other quotations from and references to the various 
liieeting minutes, are from the minute books in possession of the clerks 
or other custodians of the Society of Friends. The Falls minute books 
are at the Friends' Library, (Orthodox), 142 No. 16th St. (16th&Kace), 
Philadelphia; they are, men's minutes, books A to E, 1683-1827; 
women's, three books, 1682/3-1852 ; some of these are copies, the 
originals being in the Newtown bank. The Lliddletown minute 
1 ooks are kept in the meeting house at Langhorne. 
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At a County Court held 1 mo. 18, 1695/6: " Adress being made to 
this Court by Phinehas Pemberton on behalf and at the request of Jane 
formerly the wife of Thomas Atkinson but now wife of William Biles 
requesting the approbation of this Court for the disposing of 300 Acre 
of land given to her by her husband Thomas Atkinson by will during 
her natural life and after her decease to his three sons Isaac, AVilliam, 
and Samuel. William Biles declared he quit his claim and interest in 
right of his wife.'" 

In pursuance of the above William and Jane Biles made a deed'^ 
to George Biles (son of William) 4 mo. 10, 1696, for this 300 acres, " in 
New Bristol township, taken up by Thomas Atkinson, but never paid 
for by him." On the same day William Biles gave his bond, to 
Phineas Pemberton and Richard Hough in trust to secure the money to 
the children, and the deed was acknowledged before the court.' As 
these sons came of age they executed releases for this land, Isaac's 
being 4 mo. 11, 1700, William's 4 mo. 9, 1702, and Samuel's March 9, 
1707/8;* Isaac's and William's were to George Biles, and Samuel's 
to William Paxson ; (G. Biles had sold to Solomon Warder, and Wil- 
loughby Warder to William Biles, Sr., who sold to Paxson.) 

At the session of the Board of Property, 12 mo. 23, 1701, * George 
Biles produced this deed of 4 mo. 10, 1696, for 300 acres of land 
in "New Bristol township, Bucks County," bounded west by John 
Uowland, north by William Dungan, east by Randal Bl.-ickshaw, and 
.south by Charles Brigham, sold by William Biles and wife Jane, relict 
of Thomas Atkinson ; also Isaac Atkinson's release ; and requested a re- 
survey to make title to Solomon Warder to whom he had sold it. The 
board ordered him a warrant, and a patent to be issued on the return. 
Biles paying for "overplus," and the alienation from the Proprietary 
being further inspected. 

Thomas Atkinson, in his will, empowered his executrix to sell " that 
one hundred ackers of land wch I bought of Joseph English." As no 
deed to Atkinson, nor from his executrix, has been found for this, it is 
impossible to exactly locate it. 

He also bought from the Proprietary a tract in Northampton town- 
ship, laid out for 500 acres. The date of this purchase is unknown, as 
the patent has not been found on record, but the deed for its sale says 

' From Court docket in Quarter Sessions Office, Doylestown. 

'' Bucks County Deed Book 2, p. 81. 

^ Court Docket and Deed Book 2, \>. 82. 

' Bucks County Deed Book 3, pages 20, 104 and 404 respectively. 
Samuel's was not dated, but was acknowledged on the date given above. 

■' Minute Book G, Board of Property; Penna. Arch., 2 ser., XIX, 
277. 
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the warrant was dated 6 mo. 25, 1684, and that it was laid out by the 
Surveyor General's order, 8 mo. 20, 1684. It is shown on Holme's 
Map in Atkinson's name, triangular in shape, bounded southwest by 
Job Howell's and Arthur Cook's land, northwest by a tract unnamed, 
and east by a road. 

Davis says, (1st ed., p. 355) : "Thomas Atkinson owned five hundred 
acres north of the road leading from Addisville to Newtown, reaching 
six hundred perches northeast of that village" [i. e. Addisville], 
' ' Adjoining this tract on the north was John Holme, seven hundred 
acres, which he conveyed to Jeremiah Dungan in 1716." 

He sold it to Joseph Kirkbride by deed' of 8 mo. 12, 1687, which 
was acknowledged in the County Court 10 mo. 4, by Robert Dove, 
attorney for Thomas Atkinson, (who was then deceased). 

In a list called ' ' Old Rights " among the papers in the Land Office 
of Pennsylvania,'' occur the following: 

18. Thomas Atkinson, warrant for 500 acres, dated 5. 26. 1684. 

19. " " " " 40 " " 8. 28. 1684. 
The first is no doubt for the Northampton tract, the figures here for 
month and day being only a transposition of those in the deed (5. 36 — 
6. 25). The second may be for some allowance, but just what or where 
is uncertain, as he is not known to have had any tract that size. 

In Bucks County Thomas Atkinson joined Neshamina 
(afterwards Middletown') Monthly Meeting, on the min- 
utes of which body his name first appears at the meet- 
ing held at Nicholas "Wain's 7 mo. 2, 1684, when he and 
j^Ticholas Wain were appointed to attend the Yearly Meet- 
ing. He was appointed on committees of N'eshamina Mo. 
Mtg. on 5 mo. 4, 8 mo. 1, and 11 mo. 7, 1685, and 1 mo. 
4, 1686 [1685/6] after which he transferred his attendance 
to Falls, and was on committees of that meeting 12 mo. 2, 
1686 [Feb. 1687, K S.] and 4 mo. 7, 1687. At this time 
Friends sometimes transferred this way without certificates 
when the meetings were about equally near their homes, 
though the meeting losing the member generally protested. 

' Bucks County Deed Book 1, p. 132 ; recorde<i 10 mo. 15, 1687. 

' Penna. Arch., 8 ser.. Ill, 54. 

' Neshamina Monthly Meeting was first called Middletown on the 
minutes of 3 mo. 2, 1700. Ezra Michener, in his Retrospect of Early 
Quakerism, (Phila., 1860), p. 77, says it was first so called in 1706, 
evidently a slip of the pen or misreading of the manuscript. 



Atkimon Families of Bucks County, Pennsylvania. 73 

He was a member of the Grand Jury on 4 mo. 1, 1685, 
but held no public office. We have no specimen of his 
signature ; his will and the deed to Kirkbride, of 8 mo. 1 2, 
1687, were signed with his first initial only, T, he being 
then very ill. 

Thomas Atkinson died 8 mo. 31st, 1687,* at his 
residence in Bristol township, and was most likely buried 
on his own planta,tion, though possibly in the ground on 
Slate Pit Hill belonging to Falls Mtg. ; Middletown Meet- 
ing had no bui-ial ground so early. The Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting published a memorial of him, consisting of 
his wife's testimony concerning him, in a book entitled 
A Collection of Memorials concerning Divers deceased Ministers 
and others, etc. (Phila. 1787), page 10 : 

Jane Atkinson's Testimony concerning her late husband 
Thomas Atkinson. 

He was born at Newby in the County of York, being the 
son of John Atkinson, of Thrush-Cross, was convinced of 
the truth and had received a gift of the ministry before I 
knew him. "We were joined in marriage in the year 1678, 
and lived together in love and \inity. He was a zealous 
man for the truth, and according to the gift which he had 
received, bore a faithful testimony unto it, of which many 
were witnesses in that country from whence we came. In 
1682 we came into this country, with one consent, and in 
the unity of our dear friends and brethren, who gave a 
good testimony for us, by a certificate from their monthly 
meeting; and my soul hath good cause to bless the Lord, 
and to prize his mercies, whose presence was with us by 
sea and land. Since we came into this part of the world, 
he retained his love and zeal for God and his truth, his 
treasure not being in this world, and as it often opened in 

' So stated in Jane's Teatimony, and in the probate of his will and in 
the inventory ; Middletown Mo. Mtg. register has 9 mo. 1, but the meeting 
records have in other places been found a day late. The note to 
Records of the Hall Family, quoted above, Penna. Mag., XI, 316, has 
October 1682, the last figure of the year being a typographical error. 
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his heart, did exhort others to stand loose from things 
which are here below, and diligently seek after those things 
that are above. He was a tender husband, ready to encour- 
age and strengthen me in that which is good. About the 
latter end of the fifth month 1687, he was taken with the 
ague and fever, which much weakened his body, in which 
he continued a considerable time ; being well content with 
the dealings of the Lord : His heart was often opened in 
prayer and supplication unto his God, to preserve him in 
patience unto the end of his days, and that none of us 
might think hard of any of those exercises that he is pleased 
to try us withal. At times he would look upon me and 
say, my clear wife., the Lord lyresene thee and take care of thee, 
for I must leave thee and. go to my rest ; with many more 
sweet and heavenly expressions and exhortations, in the 
time of his great weakness, which continued until the 31st 
of the eighth month, when he once more exhorted me to be 
content, and that I would desire his brother (who was then 
absent) to be content also ; After which he passed away as 
one falling into a quiet sleep. And as? the Lord hath 
hitherto been my strength and my stay in the time of my 
great distress, so the desire of my heart is, that I, with my 
brethren and sistei-s, who yet remain behind, may also 
finish our course in fiiithfulness, that in the end we may 
receive the same reward with the righteous that are gone 
before. 

Jane Atkinson." 

An account of him prepared by Nathan Kite, in The Friend, 
vol. XXVII, p. 172, (Phila. 1854), includes the above Testi- 
rnony, worded slightly differently in some parts, making it a 
little longer, but substantially the same; one additional 
particular being an account of her own illness before her 
husband's, (contained more fully in memorial of her to be 
given below). It is in this version that Jane speaks of her 
father-in-law, John Atkinson, as " an honest friend. " There 
is an introductory paragraph which speaks of their being in 
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New Jersey in 1681, while Jane says they came to this 
country in 1682, though she may have meant Pennsylvania 
only. 

in his will', dated 8 mo. 10, 1687, proved 3 mo. 21, 
1688, Thomas Atkinson appointed his wife, Jane, executrix, 
and for the hetter payment of his debts empowered her to 
sell the 100 acres that he had bought of Joseph English. 
To his brother, John Atkinson, he left 100 acres of that 
" tract on which I now dwell, " the same to return to 
Thomas's children, if John died without issue, (which he 
did). To his wife, Jane, he left the remainder of his real 
and personal estate during her life, and afterwards the re- 
maining part of his home plantation (100 acres of which 
was given to brother John) to his three sons Isaac, William 
and Samuel. The inventory, dated 12 mo. 11, 1687, men- 
tions the 100 acres which Jane was to sell, and among the 
debts in Jane's account, dated 2 mo. 10, 1689, are £12 owing 
to the Governor for land, and £14, 14s. lid. to Joseph Eng- 
lish ; the inventory and account are filed with the will. 

Thomas Atkinson married 4 mo. 4, 1678 (0. S.) under 
care of Knaresborongh Monthly Meeting, in Yorkshire, 
Jane Bondl Neither her parentage nor previous resi- 
dence are known to the writei'. 

^ . /O That she was unusually well 

/^l&aJfl, Q/y fkj Wp^"^^ educated for a woman of her 

J time is proved by some writ- 

ings shehasleft,such as her ^'cs/Zw^oh// concerning her husband, 
as well as the cultivated style of her signature.'' She was 

' Bucks County Will Book Al, p. 50 ; registered 5 mo. 5, 1688. 

• The meeting register is somewhat illegible at this point ; some 
copyists have rendered this name Boid, and one Bord, but as these names 
are unknown in the locality, while that of Bond occurs frequently, the 
j)reference is for the latter. Miles White, Jr., in William Biles, Penna. 
Mag., XXVI., 353 n, has Boid. The marriage record gives Tliomas's 
residence aa Sandinek, while that of the birth of his son Isaac, has it 
Sandwith. 

' The signature herewith produced is from her bond as executrix, 
filed with her husband's will. 
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a minister of the Society of Friends, and " is said to have 
had an eminent public testimony." * On coming to 
Bucks County, she first attended Neshamina (Middle- 
town) Monthly Meeting; on 10 mo. 3, 1684, she and Mary 
Hayhurst were appointed to inquire into the " clearness " of 
Joan Comly, whose marriage was proposed with Joseph 
English; she served on a similar committee 12 mo. 3, 1685. 
After that she attended Falls Monthly Meeting and was on 
committees there 6 mo. 4, and 8 mo. 6, 1686, 5 mo. 6, and 
10 mo. 7, 1687, (and numerous others after her second 
marriage). She attended Middletown Monthly Meeting 
again, but not as a member, 11 mo. 5, 1687, and offered to 
accept the meeting's order in settlement of a difference that 
had been pending between her husband, lately deceased, 
and Thomas Stackhouse, Jr. ; the meeting ordered her to 
pay Stackhouse 30 shillings. Falls made her a representa- 
tive to the Yearly Meeting 7 mo. 1, 1686 and 6 mo. 
15, 1688. 

" In 1687 she was taken very ill, and both she and her 
husband thought she would die. After a time he told her 
he believed she would be raised up again and that he should 
be taken instead. This proved to be true, for that very day 
he became unwell, and, after lingering for eight or nine 
weeks, died ; while she, by whom much labor in the mili- 
tant church was yet to be performed, grew stronger and 
stronger. " (White's William Biles, condensed from The 
Friend's account of her.) 

Thomas and Jane Atkinson had issue : 

4. Isaac Atkinson, b. 1.2. 1678/9, d. 11.3. 1720/1. Mar. 4.23. 
1708, Sarah Hough. 

5. WiLLiAJi Atkinson, b. . .1681, d. 8.29. 1749. Mar. 

1st, 2.6. 1704, Mary Hough. 2nd, 4.5. 1722, Margaret Baker. 

6. Samuel Atkinson, b. 5.17. 1685 0. S., d. 2.21. 1775, N. S. 
Mar. 7. 12. 1714, Ruth (Stacy) Beakes. 

Jane Atkinson, widow of Thomas, married, second, 10 
' White's William Biles, Penna. Mag., XXVI, 353. 
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mo. 11, 1688, "William Biles, of Falls township; Hhey 
were married at the latter's house. They had no issue. 

William Biles was one of the most noted men in the 
Province of Pennsylvania, a minister of the Society of 
Friends, and a large landowner in Bucks County. He was 
a Provincial Councillor, and many years a member of the 
Assembly, and a Justice of the Bucks County Court. For 
an extended sketch of his life, see William Biles, by Miles 
White, Jr., Penna. Mag. Hist. & Bigg., vol. XXVI, pp. 58- 
70, 192-206, 348-359. His children, by his first wife, inter- 
married with the Beakes, Langhorne, Hughes, Blackshaw, 
Yardley and Janney families, all prominent in Bucks 
County, and the distinguished Lambert family of New 
Jersey, and with their connections, constituted a large part 
of the old Colonial office-holding aristocracy of the county. 

After her second marriage, Jane moved, with her chil- 
dren, to her new husband's plantation in Falls township, 
more directly within the compass of Falls Mo. Mtg., and 
continued her activity in the ati:airs of that body. 

An account of her life is given in The Friend, vol. 
XXVni (Phila. 1855), pp. 93, 102. By it she appears to 
have been an acknowledged minister before they removed 
to New Jersey (which this account says was in 1682), and it 
tells some of the particulars given above and below. When 
she married William Biles, " in her he had a faithful help- 
meet, and one well calculated to assist him in his journey 
heavenward." (White's William Biles.) At this time she 
began to travel in the ministry of the Gospel, and her hus- 
band generally accompanied her. In 1st mo., 1689, with 
the unity of Falls Monthly Meeting and the approbation ot 
the Q-eneral Meeting of Ministers, she visited Friends in East 
Jersey and on Long Island. 

" When George Keith began his quarrel with Friends in 
Philadelphia, he worked insidiously amongst country 
Friends, who had not an opportunity of immediately testing 

' Register of Middletown Mo. Mtg. 
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the truth of his assertions, and in some instances got up a 
prejudice against the friends of truth and sound doctrine in 
those who were themselves sound in the faith." " So it 
was with Jane Biles. She thought for a short time that 
George Keith was a sound Friend and an injured man." 
" She was not long suffered to remain in that delusion. 
She took to the Select Yearly Meeting, held in the First 
month, 1693, a testimony against George Keith, which 
* was read and approved.' " {The Friend.) 

On 5 mo. 1st, 1696, she and her husband proposed to 
Falls Monthly Meeting to visit Friends in New England ; 
they were granted a certificate and visited those Friends to 
their satisfaction. "William and Jane Biles were appointed 
on a committee, 9 mo. 8, 1697, to draw up a Testimony 
"concerning Thomas Janney's labors and service amongst 
us in the Truth." 

At a General Meeting ot Ministers in 10 mo. 1699, Jane 
Biles laid before it a concern that had long rested on her 
mind to pay a religious visit to England. William 
Biles opposed her going she being " but weakly in body," 
but in 7 mo. 1700 the meeting gave its consent, not consid- 
ering his opposition an obstacle.' On 11 mo. 5, 1700 she 
proposed the same to Falls Monthly Meeting, her husband 
consenting and offering to go with her ; Falls issued certifi- 
cates for both 1 mo. 5, 1701 [1700/1]. They sailed early 
in 1701 and went to both England and Ireland. " They 
returned towards the close of 1702 , having been absent from 
America something under two years. In giving an account 
of their labors to their Friends at home, they expressed the 
satisfaction they had had in the performance of their duty 
in England and Ireland." 

" Jane appears to have been strengthened in her bodily 
health, so as to perform the service assigned her abroad, 
and after her return, we have evidence that she was for several 
years able to attend to her religious duties. She frequented 

■ See also White's William Biles, p. 353. 
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her own Yearly Meeting, and we find her at the Yearly 
Meetings for worship, which were held at divers places. 
Her concern for the promotion of the cause of Trnth, led 
her to open in the Select Yearly Meeting, in First Month, 
1 706, the case of a venerable Friend who had gone to a 
marriage consummated at the house of one who had 
separated from Friends." After hearing the Friend hini- 
himself in reply to Jane's charge, the meeting decided that 
he " was condemned therein, and that he was mistaken in 
the motion that led him thereto." 

" The last service I find Jane Biles engaged in, was in 
the year 1706, but doubtless she continued faithfully labour- 
ing as long as strength and health were afforded." ( The 
Friend.) 

The minutes of Falls Monthly Meeting of 11 mo. 4, 1709 
record : " Our dear friend Jane Biles is deceased." She 
was buried 10 mo. 21, 1709. William Biles died in 1710, 
and was buried 3 mo. 19. 

(To be continued. ) 



